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INVITATION  
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper  

will be celebrated  

on Sunday 13th September 2026 
at 9.30am (non-alcoholic juice)  

and 11am (alcoholic wine & non-alcoholic juice)  
Gluten-free bread will be available at both services. 

 

 
 

You are warmly invited to share in this important part of the 
life of Haddington Parish. 

 (Children are welcomed at the Lord’s Table) 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
Will be a Single Service at 11am on Sunday 4th October 

 
Afterwards there will be a Harvest Lunch at which Soup and Crumble 
will be served. Please stay if you can and enjoy food and fellowship. 
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Vacancy Update 

 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to let everyone know that, 
unanimously and enthusiastically, they are presenting a sole nominee to 
be our new minister.   

The candidate's name is Rev Dr Scott McKenna and he is currently 
working as the Spiritual Lead at the Ayrshire Hospice.   Prior to that he 
was the Parish Minister at St Columba’s in Ayr and before that he was 
the Minister at Mayfield Salisbury in Edinburgh for 19 years. 

Scott will lead the Service on Sunday 30th August at 10.30am for 
Haddington Parish at St Mary’s Kirk, after which the members and 
adherents in the congregation will vote on whether they want him to 
become our new minister.  Look out for further updates on our website 
or Facebook page at this exciting time! 

Stewart Meikle 
 

Church of 
Scotland News 
 
Life and Work is not being 
published anymore and so 
you must go online for news 
about The Church of 
Scotland. 
 
You can look at news from our central church, by going 
to the website:      www.churchofscotland.org.uk/home 
As well as a variety of news items, there is a list of 
online newsletters to which you may subscribe for free!  

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/home
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From our Locum Minister 
Rev Kristina Herbold Ross 
 

 

Dear Friends at St Mary’s Kirk, 
 
I am writing to you on a Sunday evening from my sofa at what appears 
to be the end of a beautiful Scottish summer. We just had a few more 
warm days this week, but now it is starting to feel autumnal and I am for 
the first time in months using a blanket. 
 
I like autumn. The fresh air, the darker evenings. I like the new apples 
and am looking forward to all the produce later in the year, to cooler 
nights and to the glimmer of the lights which will be appearing more and 
more as the days get shorter. Autumn is a time of new beginnings after 
the summer break and the difficulties with heat and drought and 
wildfires. It is a time of harvest and of celebration. The preparations for 
the Martinmas Fair are already in full swing and soon we will start 
preparing for the arrival of the Christ child. And there will, of course, be 
new beginnings for the congregation and also for me. 
 
I am reminded of my favourite poem, “Stufen” (Steps) by Hermann 
Hesse. I cannot find an English translation that captures the beauty of 
the piece. So, the best known and probably most apt lines have to 
suffice. 

Und jedem Anfang liegt ein Zauber inne, 
Der uns beschützt und der uns hilft zu leben. 

 
In every beginning there lies a magic, 

That keeps us safe and that helps us to live. 
 

I am wishing you all a beautiful and blessed autumn, 
 

Kristina 
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MARTINMAS FAIR 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year will take place  
in St Mary’s from 10am to around 12noon on  

Saturday 14th November 2026 
 

Don’t Duck out - We need your help!  
• Could you move chairs & tables, set up the stalls, serve 

behind a stall or in the café?  

• Could you make things to sell – jams, chutneys, cakes, 
breads, biscuits, tray bakes, crafts, cards, jewellery? We will 
need lots of home baking to sell and for the café! 

• Could you donate books, bric-a-brac, nearly new items, 
plants, cuttings, dried flowers or surplus garden produce –
apples, pears and vegetables? 

• Could you spread the word about the Fair, distribute 
posters & fliers, tweet and share on Facebook and invite 
friends, family & neighbours to come along on the day? 

 
If you can help in any way or have some new ideas on how 
to raise funds for St Mary’s please speak to Mary or John 
McMillan or e-mail events@stmaryskirk.co.uk . 
 

 

mailto:events@stmaryskirk.co.uk


Music & Events 
in St Mary’s Kirk 
St Mary’s continues to be an 
inspiring place to perform and a 
hub for community cultural 
events. We look forward to a busy 
late summer and early autumn 
with a variety of things on. 
 

Lammermuir Festival 2026 
This year’s festival runs from 8-20 
September. St Mary’s is again one 
of the “beautiful places” where 
wonderful musicians will be 
performing “beautiful music”.  
We are hosting the opening 
concert: Jeremy Denk plays Mozart 
Piano Concertos I on Tuesday 8th 
September.  We host a further nine 
concerts including the closing one 
on Sunday 20 September: The 
Seven Tears - Ensemble Jupiter 
plays Dowland.  
For the full programme and to book 
tickets go to 
 www.lammermuirfestival.co.uk  
or pick up a brochure from church.  
 

More Concerts in St Mary’s 
On Monday 5 October the Garleton 
Singers will be holding a concert in 
the church, followed on 
Wednesday 7 October by the East 
Lothian Schools who are holding 
their annual fundraising concert in 
aid of MacMillan Cancer Support. 

Saturday 10 October brings us 
another candlelit concert from 
Lumos. This time featuring the 
music of Vivaldi and Mozart.  
DM Brass is holding a fundraising 
concert in St Mary’s on Saturday 24 
October in aid of the East Lothian 
Messenger, the talking newspaper 
for the visually impaired.  
On Saturday 31 October we 
welcome back the RSCM Scottish 
Voices for the day. They will be 
rehearsing all day and there will be 
a special service, open to the 
public, at 4pm. Our choir director, 
Stewart Macrae, sings with this 
choir which “draws together some 
of the most accomplished and 
experienced church musicians 
across Scotland”.   
The Royal Northern Sinfonia are 
coming back to St Mary’s for a very 
special concert on Sunday 29 
November. The string players of 
the sinfonia will be playing “a 
selection of beautiful, atmospheric 
pieces carefully chosen to make 
you feel warm from the inside out 
on a cold winter’s night, all 
performed in the flickering glow of 
candlelight”. For more information 
and to book tickets for this go to: 
 www.theglasshouseicm.org 

http://www.lammermuirfestival.co.uk/
http://www.theglasshouseicm.org/
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Haddington Concert Society 
Music Close Up 
The 2026/27 Winter Season of 
Music Close Up concerts in St 
Mary’s on a Sunday afternoon 
begins on 4 October with other 
concerts on 1 & 22 November. A 
special Gala Recital to celebrate the 
society’s 40th anniversary takes 
place in the church on 2 December 
with renowned classical pianist 
Angela Hewitt. For more 
information visit: 
 www.haddingtonconcertsociety.com  
 
Maiden, Mother, Mage   

 
We are delighted to host this 
incredibly special, one-off, final 
homecoming performance of 
Maiden, Mother, Mage. This is a 
“poetic reimagining of Thaney” 
who was a princess, the daughter 
of King Lot, born in Traprain and 
the mother of St Mungo. The play 
has been brought to Haddington 
with support from Haddington’s 
History Society and especially by 
Marie Macpherson. The play was 
written, directed and produced by 
Rebecca Sharp. There will be a 
series of events to celebrate 

Thaney’s connections to local 
history including talks and 
workshops. To book tickets for the 
play go to Eventbrite.  
For more information visit:        
www.eventbrite.com/organizations/e
vents 

 
Doors Open Weekend 
St Mary’s Church will be open to 
the public as part of East Lothian 
Doors Open Weekend on 26 & 27 
September. Our thanks go to our 
amazing Visitor Season Team who 
work hard throughout the summer 
to give a warm welcome to visitors 
to this beautiful historic building 
which is not just the place where 
our congregation worships but is 
an iconic building of national 
significance.  
 
Martinmas Fair 
Our annual fundraiser takes place 
in the church on Saturday 14 
November 2027. We will need lots 
of help so please get involved in 
whatever way you can!  
 

Join the Team! 
And finally…..if you are at all 
interested in helping with concerts 
and events in St Mary’s and joining 
our team then we would love to 
hear from you. Please speak to 
Alison Meikle or drop an email to 
events@stmaryskirk.co.uk  

http://www.haddingtonconcertsociety.com/
http://www.eventbrite.com/organizations/events
http://www.eventbrite.com/organizations/events
mailto:events@stmaryskirk.co.uk
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Our 
Church 
Family  
 

Baptisms 
“Then He took the children in 
His arms, placed His hands 
on them, and blessed them”. 
 
Paul Peter Miller 
Kaitlin Watson 
Darcey Margaret Miller 
Matthew Andrew Harvey McLean 
 

Weddings & 
Blessings 
“Meanwhile, these three 
remain: faith, hope and 
love; and the greatest of all is 
love”. 
 
Natalie King & Robert Goode  
Iona Urquhart & Jake Ogden 

 
Deaths & Funerals 
“Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be 
comforted”.  
 
Mrs Agnes Campbell 
Mr Philip Ross 
Mr Robert Lyle 
Mrs Elma Gordon 

From 
the 
Editor 

Thanks to all who have contributed 
to this edition of Church Chat. 
The deadline for our Christmas 
Edition is 13th November 2026.  
 
New contributors are welcome.  
Please send your articles as Word 
documents. Keep them brief. Half 
an A4 page fills a page of the 
magazine. Don’t bother to format 
to look like the magazine.  I can do 
that. 

 John Weierter 
 

 
 

Crafty 
Folk  
 
We meet every 
Thursday morning,  
except for the 10th and 17th 

September, 

 in the Church from 10.30am to 
12noon.   
We always welcome new 
members. 
 

Jane Davies 
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The Home Group  
(for Bible Study) 

meets weekly on 
Tuesday mornings 
at Markle.  
 
After half an hour of chat over tea 
or coffee, we move on to discuss 
our chosen topic.  
 
We look for material that will 
challenge us to examine our faith in 
the light of today’s culture. On 
occasions we will take a book 
written by a respected Christian 
author, sometimes with video 
accompaniment, with relevant 
questions to explore. Other topics 
range from bible characters to the 
relevance of the church year for us 
today. 
 
As you would expect, various 
opinions are expressed, but always 
in a good- natured way. The aim is 
to enable us to be effective 
followers of Jesus in a complex 
world. 
 
Recently, one of our group, the 
Rev. Tony Thornthwaite, has 
agreed to share in leading our 
discussions and this has been 
appreciated by us all. 

Robert Lightbody 

The Prayer 
Group  
meets on the 
second and 
fourth Thursday 
of each month 
from 10.30am.  
If anyone would 
like to join the group, please speak 
to Kristina in the first instance. 
 
The prayer desk with the box 
where people can leave their 
prayer requests is set up in the 
northwest aisle of the church.  

  Elisabeth 
 

Walking  
Group 
 
We meet on the second Saturday 
of each month, all year round, 
usually about 9.30am at the North 
Door of the church. We take on 
circular walks of about 7 miles and 
usually travel to our starting point 
by sharing cars or by bus. 

• This autumn is the 10th 
anniversary since the 
formation of the group. 

• The September walk will be 
sponsored to support Christian 
Aid.  See flyer. 
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Wednesday 
Quiet Time 
After our 
summer break, 
we are very 
glad to resume 
our regular 
monthly Quiet 
Times on 
Wednesday, 23rd September; this 
is on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month following the Lammermuir 
Festival.  The forthcoming dates for 
Quiet Time will be from 
7-7.30pm as usual on the 3rd 
Wednesdays - 21st October, 18 
November and 16 December.  
We look forward to these times for 
quiet reflection in this beautiful 
candlelit church and hope you may 
wish to join us too, when we will 
have some music, some words to 
guide our thoughts, but mostly 
silence.   We look forward to seeing 
you then. 
 
(23 Sept;  21 Oct;  18 Nov;  16 Dec.) 
                                                                
         Isobel Colley and Felicity Haire 

 

Circle of Friends 
(Formerly called Pastoral Care) 
 
A monthly Afternoon Tea takes 
place in the Church on the third 
Thursday of each month 
from 2.30pm until 4pm. 
Here are the dates for the coming 
months: - 

• September 24th 

• October 15th 

• November 19th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to deliver posies 
made by the Flower Team to 
anyone celebrating a significant 
birthday or anniversary or who has 
been in hospital or suffered a 
bereavement. If you know of 
anyone who would appreciate 
flowers please let us know. 
 
We are happy to visit any member 
who needs an extra visit over and 
above those of their elder - please 
let us know. 
 
Isobel Colley, Felicity Haire 
Lorna McDougal, Rona Bowick 
Maureen Duncan 
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Flower Team 

 
Our flower 
team has 
had a busy 
summer 
with 
various 
events happening. 
 
In June, Lottie Longman gave us a 
most enjoyable talk and 
demonstration on how we can be 
more ecologically friendly by using 
more greenery and flowers from 
our gardens in our arrangements to 
lessen our carbon footprint. 
She also very cleverly showed us 
how to arrange our flowers using 
wire instead of non-biodegradable 
oasis, which is the way forward. 
 
In August, our team got together to 
provide flower posies, buttonholes, 
bouquets and wreaths for this 
year’s Nungate Gala. (Look out for 
photos in The Courier!). 
 
We have various weddings taking 
place in the Church, so it will be 
well bedecked with flowers. 
 
Our team must take this 
opportunity to pass on our sincere 
thanks to the many people who 
have so generously given money 

towards having special flowers in 
the church for loved ones and for 
special celebrations. 
 
Our flower calendar is on the 
noticeboard at the West Door and 
there are still spaces for the rest of 
the year. Simply put your name and 
phone number beside the date you 
would like and we will be in touch. 
 
We have a busy autumn ahead with 
the Doors Open Day on 26th and 
27th of September, where our 
team will help decorate St Mary’s. 
Then on the 13th of November, we 
will have a Flower Stall as part of 
the Martinmas Fair. 
 
We are always happy to welcome 
new people into our Flower Group, 
so if you enjoy working with 
flowers, please call either 
             Felicity and Joyce 

 

Haddington & District 
Probus Club 

starts its season on Monday 7th 
September at 10am in Holy Trinity 
Church with a talk by Alan Jeffreys 
on Egyptology.  Their programme 
continues every second Monday at 
the same time.   
New members welcome. 

John Weierter (Acting Chair) 
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Car Run 
Many thanks to all 
our volunteer drivers. And thanks 
to those folk driving to church on 
Sunday who are now parking 
outside the church grounds in 
order to leave space for blue badge 
holders and our church transport 
drivers. This reduces the risk to 
pedestrians and cars at the 
bottleneck on the drive and at the 
North door and helps with access 
should we ever need an emergency 
vehicle to attend. 
 
We currently have 10 passengers, 8 
regular drivers, 2 reserve drivers 
and 4 cars bringing passengers 
each week. 
 
We still wait for the council to mark 
parking bays and improve signage. 

Di Kettles 

 

Young Church 
We hope 
you have 
all had a 
good 
summer, 
enjoying 
the lovely sunshine. During the 
holidays we have enjoyed 
activities based around the “I 
am” promises of Jesus. 

 
Sheep have figured highly in the 
fun and our supplies of cotton 
wool have dwindled! We have 
had some younger children at 
our sessions and continue to 
welcome all ages. 
 
We are looking forward to 
returning to our usual sessions, 
following the 9.30am service, 
from September. Thank you 
again for all your support and 
encouragement. 

 
The 
Youth 
Group 
 
 
 
We have continued to meet  

monthly, apart from July, when 
most people were on holiday.  
 
We have sadly said goodbye to 
Callum and Jayden. It was their 
sharing of faith with friends that 
brought the Youth Group into 
being. We wish them well as 
they start S3.  
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Our last session included some 
excellent pizza making. Most of 
which was enjoyed by the 
leaders!  
 

 
 
We usually have some games, 
art work and a new addition of a 
nail bar. Our football table, 
badminton and table tennis are 
also still in use. 
 
After food, we share a short 
discussion about our faith 
journey and have a general catch 
up. Next term will see the return 
of hide and seek in the dark, by 
popular demand! 
 

Our young people are an 
inspiration and are becoming 
more comfortable at making 
the space and the content of our 
sessions their own. 
 

 
 
We would really appreciate 
everyone sharing the times of 
the groups with friends and 
neighbours. We are blessed to 
have enthusiastic teams, for 
both Young Church and Youth 
Group and would love to 
welcome more young folk. 

Sheila 
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Visitor Season 
We have had a steady number 
of visitors from various places 
around the globe as well as 
closer to home; each one having 
a different and interesting story 
to tell; some staying longer than 
expected just comforted by the 
sense of peace to be found in 
our church. 
The lovely Celtic prayer (see next 
page) for travellers, displayed in 
the church this year, caused one 
visitor much comfort. It had been 
said in her church at the end of 
every service. 

On another occasion, a coach load 
of very well-behaved teenagers 
from many nations arrived with 
their two Russian leaders to learn 
about the Reformation and John 
Knox. Two of the boys from near 
Moscow had excellent English. 

 
Finally - a big thank you to all our 
smiling welcomers, on duty almost 
every afternoon from May to 
September, and to our readers 
giving a short daily reflection. 

The Visitor Season Team 

 
 
The 2026 
Doors Open 
Days event 

will take place during the last 
weekend of September. 
 
This is a European wide, annual 
celebration to demonstrate our 
rich heritage with a different 
theme each year. For 2026, it is 
Revive and Revisit traditions - 
crafts, legends, architecture and 
Reimagine - how our built heritage 
may continue using modern 
innovations. See the display 
showing how these have been 
utilised for several recent projects 
in St Mary’s. 
 
Come and see displays, enjoy tea 
and home baking. The belfry will be 
open for a short period, there will 
be some children’s activities, and a 
chance for pianists to play the 
concert Bosendorfer grand piano. 
Some talks will follow later in the 
afternoons. 
 
The legend of St Thaney (mother of 
St Mungo) and Traprain will be 
celebrated amongst heritage 
projects, with a pilgrimage ending 
at St Mary’s on the Sunday. 

Wendy Lund 

We will be closed to visitors 
during the Lammermuir Festival 
from 7th - 21st September. 
 



A Celtic Prayer 
This lovely Celtic prayer for travellers, displayed in the church this year, 
caused one visitor much comfort. It had been said in her church at the 
end of every service. 
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The Legend of Thaney 

 
Her Story 
She goes by many names: Thaney, Teneu, Denw, Theneva, the list goes on – 
from Welsh and English to Latin, Scots and Gaelic influences; hers is a story that 
won’t keep still. She is believed to have been the daughter of Leudonus or Lot, 
the 6th century semi-pagan King of Lothian (Gododdin) from whom the region 
gets its name.  Thaney’s home and the seat of the kingdom was at Traprain 
Law. 
 
According to legend, she was raped at the age of seventeen. On discovering 
she was pregnant, she was thrown from Traprain Law as punishment, either by 
her father or on his orders.  She survived the fall, only to be placed in a coracle, 
an oarless boat, and set into the Firth of Forth at Aberlady Bay.  She again 
survived to wash ashore at Culross in Fife, where she was taken in by St Serf, 
founder of an early Christian church (refounded in 1217-18 by Malcolm I).  At 
Culross, she gave birth to her son, Mungo (Kentigern), who would go on to 
become the patron saint of Glasgow – as would Thaney, though there her name 
changed again to Enoch. 
 
Today she is venerated in the Christian faith as Saint Thaney, Protector of the 
Abused.  We hear about her briefly in the Life of Saint Kentigern, her son’s 
hagiography (biography of a saint) written by the monk Jocelyn of Furness 
around 1185.  But precious little evidence of her own life has survived the 
march of time. 

Marie Macpherson 

 

The legend of St Thaney who was a princess, the daughter of King Lot, 
born in Traprain and the mother of St Mungo will be celebrated with 
two pilgrim walks on Sunday 27th September during Doors Open Day, 
ending at St Mary’s Kirk. There will also be a play in St Mary’s Kirk about 
her life on the following Saturday.   
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HADDINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY PRESENTS 

Thaney’s Homecoming 

 
In conjunction with the performance of  

“Maiden Mother Mage” 

****************** 

Talk: Pilgrim Walks in South East Scotland 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 

2.30pm - 4pm 

Star Room John Gray Centre 

 
In his illustrated talk, Tom Brownlee will explore the future of pilgrimage, including 

sites and routes in East Lothian and the wider region. 

 
Booking through East Lothian Archaeological Fortnight at John Gray centre. 

Booking essential: £5 

********************* 

Pilgrim’s Walk 
Sunday 27 September 2026 

10am – 3pm 

Start: The Spire in East Linton, ending St Mary’s Kirk in Haddington 

 
Join Tom Brownlee on an 11 mile hike from East Linton, taking in Traprain law and 

ending at St Mary’s Kirk in Haddington for refreshments at Doors Open Day. 

Booking through Eventbrite 

************************ 

Walk round the Sacred Sites of Haddington 
Sunday 27 September 2026 

1pm – 3pm 

Start: Corn Exchange, ending St Mary’s Kirk in Haddington 

 
Join John Hamilton on a mini-pilgrimage around the sacred sites of Haddington, 

ending at St Mary’s Kirk, Haddington for refreshments at Doors Open Day. 

Booking through Eventbrite:  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/organizations/events 

https://www.eventbrite.com/organizations/events
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Play in St Mary’s Kirk: 
 

 

 
 

Booking: Eventbrite 
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Watching - A Poem by Rev Dr Jock Stein  

 
God re-wrote the text of my life, when 
I opened the book of my heart to his eyes 

Psalm 18 verse 24 in The Message 

 
That book 
so tied up in the spider web of ancient life 
so full of blotches, squiggles, gaps of understanding 
so ordinary, soon buried in the sand of history 

That text 
a pass through life, a pilgrimage 
a running commentary on borrowed time 
a walk behind the scenes I make and mar 

Those eyes 
that looked on nothing and saw everything 
that laser universes into light and love 
that call me, with respect, to fall in love 

I’m lost in admiration 
found wanting, waiting 
watching for the next blink of purpose. 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Christian Aid Update 

Christian Aid Week 
The total raised is £2970 which includes £813 raised from the 
Midsummer Afternoon Tea in the Rectory Garden. 
 
Sponsored Walk 
This takes place over our usual route on Saturday 12th September, starting 
at St Mary’s Kirk and ending at Trinity Centre.  You don’t need to go round 
with a sponsor form. Just share our QR code on social media and ask your 
friends to support you by giving online. See our full-page flyer. 



20 

 

 

Walk With Us 

 
In association with Haddington Parish at St Mary’s Walking Group 

 

Haddington Churches Sponsored Walk 
In support of the Harvest of Hope Christian Aid campaign 

Saturday 12th September 2026
Gather from 9.00 - 9.20am for Registration 

at St Mary’s Kirk North Door. 

 
The 6-mile walk round Haddington starts at 9.30am and finishes at The Trinity 
Centre about 12.30pm where we are invited for refreshments.  Bring a packed 
lunch.  There are points where folks can drop out, if they wish to, and return to 
town safely. 
 

For further information contact Gail Craven (Local CA Organiser) 
trinitycentrehaddington@gmail.com or one of your church reps. 

 

You can support the walk to push back against the inhumanity of poverty: 

• sponsor an individual on their paper sponsor form with cash, 

• or sponsor the whole team online on our CA page: 
https://fundraise.christianaid.org.uk/fundraiser-2026/annual-
haddington-ca-group-harvest-walk 
 
 
 
 

Scotland charity no. SC039150 UK company no. 5171525  
The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. 
Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid 
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Book Farmacy  
 

 
The Book Farmacy pilot in East Lothian seeks pilot participants  
Do you have muscle tension? Do you often feel stressed or burnout?  
Do you lack quality sleep? Do you need support to ‘slow down and switch 
off’? 
 
Research evidences that reading for even just 6 minutes a day, can help 
reduce the impact of all of these – and this includes listening to audiobooks. 
It is very simple. You email BookFarmacy@rhass.org.uk to register interest, 
you have a chat with one of the Book Farm-assists who will help develop a 
personalised Book Farmacy Pack for you, it will arrive through your door early 
September, giving you the autumn to engage with your pack and see what 
benefit it may bring. The Book Farmacy is supported by the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Scotland and your local library service. 
 

• Jacqueline, who farms at Tankerness and is an Orkney Book Farm-assist, 
says “When I put down my book, or switch off the audiobook, I feel chilled 
and relaxed and ‘switched off’ from farming and family life.” 

• While David, one of our East Lothian Book Farm-assists, who is a small-
scale beef and sheep farmer at Soutra shares, “I read books and listen to 
audiobooks. It makes a change from phone calls to suppliers, contractors 
and vets. I generally listen to audiobooks when delivering livestock to a 
mart or a customer. I probably average 5 hours a week engaging with 
stories and I nearly always feel more relaxed, though occasionally 
frustrated if the author hasn’t sewn up all the threads by the end!” 

 
Reading and audiobooks are an affordable, accessible option to support and 
improve wellbeing with no negative side effects. Worth a try. Email 
BookFarmacy@rhass.org.uk  

The Book Farmacy is a pilot project aiming 
to bring this non-clinical option for 
supporting mental health and wellbeing to 
the farming communities in Orkney, East 
Lothian and the Scottish Borders this 
Autumn. 

mailto:BookFarmacy@rhass.org.uk
mailto:BookFarmacy@rhass.org.uk
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Church Groups and Activities 

with the names of their organisers.  
 
These groups will warmly welcome you. 
Further information on each can be found in previous editions of this 
magazine and on the internal notice board at the west end of the church.  
You can approach them in church or contact them through the minister 
or session clerk – see the Church Contacts page. 
  

• Welcome Teams at both the 9:30 & 11am services.                     Rae Goode                                   

• Beadle Team                  Stewart Meikle 

• Bell Ringing               Eleanor Hayman 

• The Choir        Stewart 
Macrae                                                            

• Young Church & Youth Group for older kids.           Sheila Wright                                                  

• Worship Teams            Rae Goode 

• The Prayer Group                                   Kristina H-R            

• The Circle of Friends (Pastoral Team)   Isobel Colley or Felicity Haire 

• Events in Church      Alison Meikle                            

• The Crafty Folk          Jane Davies                                                                

• The Flower Team                Felicity Haire or Joyce Edwards 

• The Fabric Team                 Stewart Meikle 

• The Home Group (Bible Study)           Robert Lightbody 

• The Praise Band             Robert Lightbody     

• The Social Team                   Janet Penman                                           

• The Third Wednesday Team    Isobel Colley or Felicity Haire                                               

• The Visitor Season Team               Stewart Macrae 

• The Walking Group                 Mary McMillan 

• The Projection Team       Mike Rodger  

• The Website                  Nick Overfield 

• Church Magazine                   John Weierter 
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More news and information about events in the church can be found 
on the website which includes a handy events calendar.  
You can also make donations here. 
           Click the link or point your camera at the QR code: 

            www.haddingtonparishchurch.org.uk 
 
You can also find us on Facebook. 

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
Locum Minister: Rev Kristina Herbold Ross 
 
Interim Moderator: Rev Elisabeth Spence 
 

Session Clerk: Rae Goode  
 
Church Bookings: Alison Meikle 
 

Magazine Articles: John Weierter  
 

For regular giving you can pick up a form at church  
or request a Gift Aid declaration form here: 
E-mail:  donations@haddingtonparishchurch.org.uk  

 
 

Haddington Parish (Church of Scotland) 
Scottish Charity Number SC010614 

http://www.haddingtonparishchurch.org.uk/
mailto:donations@haddingtonparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UmAsjo2sQzyxfM&tbnid=sxIPk-1B9iCm4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.q-chem.com/Marketing_Materials.html&ei=5Y9VUufLMMey0QXUwICgAQ&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNG1my2V6Mi-AKJJcdjrVAO6wrlu1A&ust=13

	The lovely Celtic prayer (see next page) for travellers, displayed in the church this year, caused one visitor much comfort. It had been said in her church at the end of every service.
	On another occasion, a coach load of very well-behaved teenagers from many nations arrived with their two Russian leaders to learn about the Reformation and John Knox. Two of the boys from near Moscow had excellent English.
	Interim Moderator: Rev Elisabeth Spence
	Session Clerk: Rae Goode
	Church Bookings: Alison Meikle

